
BYTAWS

of
PENDTETON I'I'ATER ASSOC}ATION, INCORPORATED

ARTICLE I

GeneralPurpojefi

The purposes for which this corporation is formed, and the powers which it may ex€rcise are set forth in

thc articles of incorporation of th€ corporation.

ARNCLE II

Namq andlqcation

Section 1, The name of this cot"poration is Pendleton Water Association, lncorporated. Hereafter,

referred to as'association' or'corporation.'

Section 2. The principal office of this corporation is located at 62 Queens Roa4 Town sf Many, Parish of
Sabine, State of Louisiana.

ARTICIE III

Fiscal Year

The fiscal year ofthe corporation shall begin the first day ofJanuary in each year.

Article lV

Membershit

Section 1.

Membership wil! be limited to those who ohtain the organization's services by completing an

Application for Service, an Association MEmbership agreement, and paying the associated fees.

Membership will not be denied because of the applicant's racq gender, color, creed, or nationalorigin.

Section 2.

Every person (which word as used herein includes any legal entrty) who is a record owner of a fee or
undivided fue interest, or having a substantial possessory interest tsee below) in a property served by
the water system may become a member of the association upon signing such applications and
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agreements forthe purchase of water as may be provided and required bythe association and upon
payment of such fee or fees as may be imposed by the Board. Only one rnembership may be held by any
person. A single membership may be lssued to all persons owning or having a substanti*l possessory

interest in the property.

A. A substantlal possessory interest is one where the person or persons harre a legal right to
control the occupancy of a property but do not have the legal or the equitable ownership of a

property. tt may be under a lease or similar right to possession.

1. Before membership is allowed to one or more personrclaiming such an interest, the
association wlll endeavor to obtain the application from owner of such property.

2. \ll/here membership is granted to on€ or more persons having a substantial possessory

interest, the corporation as a condition t$ the membership may require such applicant(s)

to post such collateral or bond as the board of dircctors determine necessary ta fulh
protect the corporation from any additional risk that may be involved to the corporations
by reason of the lack of legalownership in the applicant.

Section 3. Each member shall have only one membership, hence one vote par service connection
(meter). When more than one person holds the interest in a property served, the vote shall be

exercised bythe pemon in whose name the certiflcate is registered or by such person as the several
per$ons may designate in writing but in no eyent shall more than one vote be cast with respectto any
meter.

Section 4. A member shall transfer his membership in the association as part of the transaction

whereby he disBoses of his interest ln said property. Such transfer will be made only to a person who

ohtains a qualiffing interest in the propefi.

Section 5. When membcrship in the corporation is not tramferred, it shall terminate upon the
disposition of other termination of the membe/s interest in the property. Memhership also may be

terminated by action of the board of directors where use of the property is changed so as to materially

increase the amount of water consumed to the prejudice of other existlng members or to the prejudice

of the orderly operation of the system.

Sectian 6. ln the event a membe/s property interest is divested sther than voluntary means. such

membe/s membership will pass to the trustee, receiver, executor, or the like who will be entitled either
in person or through a designated representative to exercise all of the rights incident to such

rnembership, but subject to such duties and liabilities also applicable to the membership, The trustee,

receiver, executor, or the like, may terminate such membership by written notice to such effect

delivered or mailed to the association. Upon final disposition of such property right+ the owner thereof
shall be entitled to membership in like rnanner as if the membershlp had been transferred to him by the
original memher as $et forth in Section 4 above.
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Sestion 7. Upon the transfer of a membership, the corporation will not look to the successor in interest

for the Bayment of any past due arnounts. The corporatlon will seek mllaction only from the individual

or person(sl who incured such charges or assessments or from the property itself if a judgement lien

had been duly perfected againstsuch property.

ARTICLE V

Meqllnss of Meqh€rs

Section 1. The annual meeting of the members of this corporation shall be held for the purpose of
electing hoard members and for the transaction of any ottrer business authorized to be transaeted by
the rnembers. The annual meeting shall he held at a tirne and a place in Sabine Parish designated by the
board president no laterthan November of each year.

Section 2. Special meetings of the members may be ealled at any tirne hy the actions of the board of
directors, and such meetings mu$t be called whenever a petition requesting such meetings is signed by

at least ten per cent of the members and presented tc the secretary or to the board of directors. The

purpose of every special meeting shall he stated in the notice thereof and no business shall be

transacted thereat except such'as is specified in the notice.

Section 3. Notice of nteetings of members of the corporation, hoth regular and special, shall he given a

notice posted to the corporatlon website or mailed first-class mall to each member of recor4 directed

to the address shown upon the books of the corporation, not less than ten or more than forty days prior

to such meeting, Such a notice shall state the nature. time, place and purpose of the meetin& but not
fuilure or irregularity of notice af any annual meetin& regularly held, shall affect any proceedings taken

thereat, Only members in good standing shall be entitled to notice and to vote at such meeting;

Section 4. At any meeting of the corporation, those members in good standing who are present in
person shall have authority to transact all business that may come before the meeting. Voting by proxy

shal! not be permitted.

Section 5. Board rnembers shall be elected via written baltot. Each member of the association shatl he

entitled to nominete a member in good standing to an availahle position on the Soard. The results will
be tallied by the Secretary and the member(s) with the most votes cast wilt be added to the available

Bosition{s} Board. The hallots will be available for inspection to any member who requests a viewing.

Section 6. The order of business at the regular meetlngs and so far as possible at alf other meetings shall

he conductcd according to the most recent puhlication of Roberts Rules of Order, and shall be:

1, Call to order and proof of guorum.

2. Froof of notice of meeting.

3. Reading and action on any unapproved minutes.
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4. Reports of officers and committees.

5. Election of directors.

6. Unftnished business.

7. Newbusiness.

8. Adiournment.

ARTICTE VI

Directorq.and OfficQrs

Sectioh 1. The board of directors of this corporation shall conslst of five persons who have been elected
bythe members of the association. Each directsr shall be a member in good standing of the association.

The board members are alected for three-year tenm with either one or tsro members elected each year

as determined bf the staggered nature of board memberchip. Each director shall hold office fior the
term for which they are elected and until his/her suceessor shall have been qualified and eleqted. Four

members of the board of dirEctors shall be bona fide residents of the area served by Pendleton Water
Association, lnc. and such residence shall be evidenced by having principal resldence within that arca,
and such residence shall be under home$ead exemption as provided by law, and further these board
members shall be registered to vote in the elections for public officers in SabIne Parish at a precinct

located within or adjacent to the area served. The frfth board member may, at the discretion of the
board, be an owner of a business or second home whose primary locatiort is in the Pendleton Water
area and recelves waterfrom Pendleton WaterAssociatiqn even though the owner may not be a

resident in the Pendleton Water area.

Section 2. The board of directors shall meet within ten days after the annual electlon of directors and

shall elect a president and vice=president ftom among themselver. Additionally, a secretary-treasurer

will be elected who need not be a member of the baard of dlrectors. Each officer shall hold office until
the next annual rneeting and untilthe election and qualification of his successor unless sooner removed

by death, resignation, or for cauge.

Section 3. lf the offtce of any director becomes vacant by reason of death, resignation, retirement,

disqualification, or oth€rwise, except by removal from office, a majority of the remaining directora shall

by a maioriry vcte, choos€ a successor who shall hold office until the next regular meeting of the
members of the corporation, at which time the members shall elect a director for the unexpired term or
term5.

Section 4. A majority of the board of directors shall constitute a guorum at any meeting of the board.

The affirmative vote of the majority of the directors at a meetingat which a guorum is present shall be

the act of the board.

Section 5. Board members shall receive no compenlation for their services as such.
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Section 6, Any board member may be removed from the board:
A, for failure to perform duties or hy conduct which is injurious to the Pendleton Water
Assoeiation or its purpose

B. for ahsence from two (2) consecutive meetings without notifuing the board president

C. by the affirmative vote of a majority of the board members present at any regular or
special meeting called for that purpose.

ARTICTE VII

Outies of Direetors

Section 1. The board of directors" subject to restrictions of law, the articles of incorporation, and these

bylaws, shallexercise allof the powers of the corporation, and, ruithout prejudice to or limitations upon

their general powers, it is hereby expressly provided that the board of directors shall have, and are

hereby given, full power and authority in respect to the matters as hereinafter set forth to be exercised

by resolution duly adopted by the board.

A. To select and appoint all agants or employees of the corporation, rernwe such agents

oremployees of the corporation, prescribe such duties and designated such po$ters as may

not be Inconsistent with these bylaws, fix thelr compensation and pay for faithful service.

& To borow from any source, money, good$, or servicg and to make and issue notes and

other negotiable or non-negatiable instruments evidencing indobtedness of the
corporation, to make and issue mortgagesr deeds of trust pledges of revenue, trust
agreements, sEcurity agreements and financing statements and other instrurnents

evidencing a s*curity interest in the assets ofthe corporation; and, to do every act and

thing necessary to effectuate the same.

C To prescribe, adopt, and amend, from time to time such equitable uniform rules and

regulations as, in its dlscrstion, may be deemed essential or convenient for the conduct of
the business and affairs ofthe corporation and the gutdance and control of its officers and

employees, and to prescribe adequate penalties for the hreach thereof.

D. To order, at least once each year, an audlt of the books and accounts of the corporation

by a competent public auditor or accountant. The report prepared by such auditor or
accountant shall be submitted to the members of the corporation at the next annual

meetin& and copies of the report shall be submitted to such parties as may ne needed or
es may he requiredby agreement.

E. To fix and alter charges to be paid by each member for services rendered by the
corporation to the member, including connection fees where su(h are deemed neceisary

by the directors, and to fix and alter the method of bifling time of payment, manner of
connGction, and penalties for late or non-payment of same. The board shall establish one
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or more classes of users. All charges shall be uniform and non-dixriminating within each

class of uses.

F. The corporation requires all officars, agents and employees charged with responsibility

for the custody of any of the funds of the corporatlon to he furnished with adequate

bonda the cost thereof paid by the corporation, and provided by the insurance company.

G. To select one or more banks to act as depositories of the funds of the corporation and

to determine the manner of receiving; depositing; and disbursin& the funds of the

corporation and the fonn of checks a*d the person or persons by whom the same shatl be

signed, with the power to change such depositories and the Berson or persons signing sueh

checks and the form thereof at will.

ARTICLE VIII

Duties.qf Qffigefq

Section l. Duties of the president. The president shall preside over all meetings of the corporation and

the board of directors, call special meetings of the board of directors, perform all acts and duties usually

performed by thr chlef Executive and presiding offirer, and slgn all membership certificates and such

other papers of the corporatiofi as he may be authorized or directed to si6n by the board of directors,
provided the board of may authorize any person to sign any orall checks, contracts and other
instruments in writing on behalf of the corporation. The president shall perform such other duties as

may be prescribed by the board of directsrs.

Scction 2. Duties cf the vke-president. ln the absence or disability of the president, the vice-president

shall perform the duties of the presidenq provided, however, that in case of death, retignation or

disability of the presidenf the board of directors may declare the sffice vacant and elect his suecestor.

Seetion 3. Duties of the secretary-treesurer. The secretary-treasurer shatl keep a conrplete record of all

meetingr of the corporation and of the bard of dlrector and shall have general charge and supervision of
the book and racordt of the corporation. He shall attest the preeident's signature on all mernbership

certificates and other papers pertaining to the corporation unless otherwise directed by the board of
directors. He shall serve, mail, or deliver all notices requlred by law and by these bylaws and shall make

a full report of all matters and business pertaining to his office to the memhers at the annual meeting or
at Euch other time or tirnes as the board of directors may require. He shall keep a proper membership

record, showing the name of each member ol the corporation and date of issu*nce, surrender, transfer,

termination, cancellation orfsrfeiture. He shall make all reports required by law and shall perform such

other duties as may be reguired by the corporation or the board of directors. Upon the election of his

successor, the secretary-treasurer shall turn over all books and other property helonging to the
corporation that may be in his possesslon. He shall also perform such duties with respect to the

finanees of the corporation as may be prescribed by the board of directors.

ARTICLE IX
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Benefils and.Duties of MemFers

Section X.. The corporation will install, rnaintain. and op€rate a main distribution pipeline or linesfrom

the source of the water supply and service lines ftom the main distribution pipeline or lines to the
property lined of each member of the corporation, at which points, designated as dellvery points,

meters to he purchased, installed, owrted and maintained bythe corporation shall be placed. ln the

evert a road bore is necessary to deliver water to the member's property, the member will be

responsible for the costs associated with the road bore, Water metem shall remain the exclusive

property of Pendleton Water Association, lne-, and may be installed or removed, and may be connected

or dlsconnected to the supply line only by an employee{s} of Pendleton Water Association. lnc., or its

duly authorized agent{s}. The maintenance costs of the service line or lines from the main distribution
pipeline or lines of the corporation to the property line of each member shall be paid by the
corporation. The corporation also may purchase and install a cutoffvalve in each service line from its
main distributaon line or llnes, such cutoff valve to be owned and maintained by the corporation and to
be installed on sorne portion of the service lined owned bythe corporatior. The corporatians shal! have

sole and exclusive right to use of such cutoff valve. However, the prouisions of this section shall not be

construed to require the acquisition sr ih$tallation of meters of cutoff valrres where the bsard of
directors determine under the circumstances of the system and nature of the membership that use of
elther or hoth of such devices is impractical, unnecessary to protect the system and the rights of
memhership, and/or economically not feasible.

Secrion 2. Each member will be reguired at his own expense to have a ditch prepared for the
coilnection of the seryice line or lines from the property line of the rnernber to his dwelling or other
portion of his premises, and to purchase and have installed the portion of the service line or lines from
his property line to the place of use on his premises. The member will maintain such portion of such

service line or lines which shall be owned by the memher, at his own expense. The corporation may, if
the board of directors so determines, purehase the pipe for and install such portion sf such service lines

or lines, the cost of which will, howerrer, he paid by th€ individual members. ln addition. each member

shall pay such connection charge, if any, as may have be*n imposed by the board of direfiors before

such member will be entitled to receive water from the system.

Section 3. Each member may he permitted to have additional service lines from the corporation's water
system Et the discretion of the bpard of directors upon proper application therefor, and the tender of
payment not to exceed the then existing connection charge. The approval by the hoard of directors of
additional service lines to an existing member may be made conditional upon such provisions as the
board of diredors determines necessary to protect the interests of other mernber and to allow for the
orderly expansion and extension of the slrst€m. Each seryice line shall connect with the corporation's

water system at the nearest available place to the place of desired use by the member if the
corporation's water $ystem has sufficient capacity to permit the delivery of water through a previously

existlng service line. lf the corporation's water system is lnadequate tCI permit the delivery of water
through a previously existing line, then such seMce line may be installed at such place designated by the

corporation.
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Section 4. Each member may be permitted to purchase from the corporation, pursuant to such

agreement as may from time to time he provided and required by the corporation, such water as is

needed for him for domestic, commercial, agricultural, industrial or other purposes as a member may

desire, subiest, however, to the provisions of these bylaps and so such rules and regulations as may be

prescribed by the board sf directors. Each member shall be entitled to have delivered to him through

his servke lines only sueh water as may be necessary to supply the needs of each member, including his

family business, agricultural or industrial requirements. The wat*r delivered through each service line

may be metered separately, and the charges for such water may be determined separately, irrespective

of the numher of service lines owned by a member.

Section 5. ln the event the total water supply shall he insufficient to meet all of the needs of the
members of in the event there is a shortage of water, the corporation may prorate the water availahle

among the various members on such basis as is deemed equitabk by the bcard of directors, and may

also prescribe a schedule of hours covering use of water for commercial, agricuhural or industrial
purposes by particular members and require adherence thersto or prohibit the use of water for
commercial, agricultural, or industrial purposes; provHed, that if at any time the total water *upply shall

be insufficient to meet all the needs of all members form domestig livestock, commercial, agricultural or
industrial purposes, the corporation must first satisry aH of the needs of all members form domestic
purposes before supplying any water for livestock purposes; and must satisfu all of the needs of all

rnembers form domestic and livestock purposes before supptying any water for commercial or industrial
purposes; and, provided further, that where a member has more than one service line, the corporation

may cut off the flow of water to the non-domestic Service lines until such time as the supply of water
from the system is sufficient to meet the needs of all of the members for domestic and livestock
purposes. During such periods of shutoff of additional service lines there shall be no minimum fee

charged to the members having such additional service and the cost, if any, of resuming the flow of
water to such addltional service lines shall be borne by the corporation,

Section 6. The board of directors shall recsmmend the flat minirnum monthly rate to be charged each

member during the following calendar year for a specified quantity of water, such flat minimum

monthly rate to be payable irrespective of whether any water is used by a member during any month,

the amount of additlonal charges, if any, for additional water which may be supplied the members, and

the amount of penalty for late payments, and shall fix the date for the payme[t of such charges. A

member to be entitled to the delivery of water shall pay such charges at the office designated by the
corporation at or prior to the dates fixed by the board of directofs. The failure to pay water chargps

duly imposed shall result in the automatic imposition of the following penalties:

a, Nonpayment with fifteen days from the due date will be subject to a penalty of ten percent

of the d€linquent amoufit, which percent may be changed at the discretion of the board of
directors.

b. Nonpayment within thirty days from the due date will result in the water being shut off from
the mernber's propefi without any notice thereof to delinquent member. Upon the payrnent

by the delinquent member of past due water charges and penalties thereon, and any

reconnection charge, such member shall be entitled to resumption of the hrater supply. During
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the time of such suspension of water to a member, such member shall have no right to vote in

the affairs of the corporation.

Section 7. The board of directors shall be authorized to require each member to enter into the water

user's agreements which shall embody the principles set forth in the foregoing provisions of these

hylaws.

ARTICLE X

Amendments,

These bylaws may be repealed or amended by a vote of the majori{ pf the members present at any

regular meeting of the corporation, or at any special meeting of the corporation called for that purpose,

the members shall not have the power to change the purposes of the corporation so as to decrease its

rights and powers under the laws of the State, or to waive any requirements of bond or other provision

for the safety and security of the property and funds of the corporation or its members, or so to amend

the bylaws as to effect a fundamental changc in the policies of the corporation.

We certify that the foregoing bylaws were duly modified by the members on 21 November 2024 and

that the same are in full force and effect and have not been amended,

Given under our hands and the seal of the corporation this 21't day

Page 9 of 9 21 November 2O24


