
Pendleton Water Association	
Special Board Meeting Minutes
September 29, 2025, 4:00 PM
98 Poplar Dr., Many LA
Approved

1.  Call to order and proof of quorum

Called to order at 4:00 PM, present in person were Charln Stewart, Gloria Thompson, and Carl Jeanise.  On the phone were Jerry Burnamen, Robert Sepulvado, Tony Laka and Tina Barrett.

2.  Agenda Approval

3.  Engineering for Grant Scope Change

The group discussed the need to promptly begin engineering for the grant scope change due to the short timing that the money will need to be spent for the grant (December 2026).  Gloria Thompson made a motion to approve our engineering firm, Meyer & Associates, to begin engineering work on the grant project.  Robert Sepulvado seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

4.  Election Process Follow-up

The board discussed election process details that had yet to be arranged.  
Tony Laska, Board Secretary, will be absent for the annual membership meeting and will not be available to announce election results.  Jerry Burnaman stated he would be willing to make the announcement.  Tony Laska will bring the results certification to Jerry before he leaves town in a sealed, signed envelope for Jerry to open at the meeting.

The process of voting in the United States of America relies upon privacy for its legitimacy,  The board discussed their concern around the interpretation of PWA bylaws that says, “The ballots will be available for inspection to any member who requests viewing.”  The board has heard from members that they will not vote in the election because they believe certain people will bully them if they find out how they voted.  In light of this concern, the board agreed that we will interpret the bylaws statement to mean viewing in the strictest sense of the word, e.g. no copying and no photographs.  Carl Jeanise made a motion to interpret “viewing” to mean a member is entitled to view only their ballot to verify its validity.  Gloria Thompson seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously. 

The board feels that between the security measures enacted for the election and the tallying of the votes by an impartial committee with certification of the election by the Board Secretary this should be enough that any reasonable person can feel comfortable that the outcome is accurate and real.
 
5.  Tony Farrell Water Bill

It has been confirmed that Tony Farrell did not pay his water bill at his residence on Blockhouse Road from August 2018 through December 2021.  A motion was made by Jerry Burnaman to have Tony Farrell pay this overdue portion of his bill which is a total of $5,549.61 on or before November 3, 2025, by cashier’s check to avoid disconnection of his service.  The motion was seconded by Gloria Thompson and passed unanimously.
  
6.  Path Forward for Investigation

The Board learned that the District Judge did not sign the warrant for the prosecution of Tony Farrell for theft of water and improper use of company funds by having PWA pay for his wife’s cell phone and his personal internet service.  The Board resolved to escalate this issue to the Louisiana Attorney General and any other agency that could help.  This action is consistent with their discussion and resolution in the Executive Board Meeting of September 14, 2025. 

7.  Adjournment

Meeting adjourned at 4:46 PM. 



